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U.S. AMBASSADOR GIVES
KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT
MILESTONE TUJ GRADUATION

On June 11, 2005, TUJ held its first
commencement ceremony since its
designation as a Foreign University, Japan
Campus, by Japan’s Ministry of Education.
The ceremony featured a keynote speech

by U.S. ambassador to Japan J. Thomas

Schieffer, who
addressed the
graduates at Tokyo's
Radisson Miyako
Hotel. In addition,
the commencement
witnessed the
1,000th graduate P | &
of the Master of {’: { 1 : :
Education in TESOL i
(teaching English to z ¢

speakers of other address at the TUJ graduation.
languages) program,

which was the first degree program to be
offered by TUJ after it opened in 1982.

Ambassador Schieffer is the first
U.S. ambassador to Japan to attend a
TUJ commencement. In his address, he
congratulated the graduates on their
accomplishments and wished them
continued success. He added, moreover,
that the “Temple University, Japan Campus,
class of 2005 is unique. You will be,” he
proclaimed, “the first class to graduate since
the government of Japan declared Temple
to be a foreign university with a Japan
campus. Hopefully, other universities will
receive similar declarations, but no matter
how many may follow, you will always be
the first, and that will continue to be a
source of pride.”

Ambassador Schieffer's comments came
after more than 20 years of negotiations
between TUJ and the Japanese Ministry of
Education. His address underscored how
much the ministry’s designation of TUJ as
a Foreign University, Japan Campus, means

U.S. ambassador J. Thomas Schieffer gives his keynote

for TUJ's ability to offer its students benefits
long denied them.

It was fitting, therefore, that what
followed Ambassador Schieffer’s remarks
was the reading of a telegram from Japan’s
Minister of Education, Nariaki Nakayama.
“Over many years,” the minister graciously
stated, “TUJ has contributed significantly to
the internalization of higher education in
Japan and to the development of a stronger
friendship between
Japan and the U.S.

I would like to
congratulate all the
graduates and look
forward to your
contributions in
various fields around
the world.”

Representatives
from the graduating
class then addressed
the audience, and
their comments were followed by the
highlight of the ceremony—the presentation
of diplomas.

TUJ dean Kirk R. Patterson closed the
two-hour ceremony by congratulating
the graduates and by recognizing the
contributions of TUJ faculty and of families
and friends to graduates’ lives. “You have,”

Japan’s minister of education, Nariaki Nakayama, sent this
telegram congratulating TUJ and TUJ graduates.

he said, “supported and encouraged these
graduates, and in many instances you have
made significant personal sacrifices for
them. This day of their accomplishment is
also your day.”

UNDERGRADUATE BOOM
BREAKS RECORDS

TUJ is bigger, better, and more international
than ever. The number of undergraduate
students in the fall semester reached 575, far
exceeding the previous record of 496, with
the number of full-time students up almost
50%. And among those full-time students
are nearly 100 foreign students, including
73 (another record high) study-abroad
students from the United States and about
20 students from around the world who
have chosen to do full degree programs at
TUJ. This latter group of foreign students is
benefiting from TUJ’s new ability to sponsor
student visas as a result of the designation
from Japan’s Ministry of Education.

To better serve the increasing number of
foreign students, TUJ established the Office
of International Students (OIS) on July 1. The
new office is managed by Dr. Kyle Cleveland,
who also continues his responsibilities as an
undergraduate professor of sociology and
the director of the Institute of Contemporary
Japanese Studies.

More students, of course, also mean a
larger faculty. Many of the new members
to the faculty at TUJ are highly respected
teaching professionals and researchers in
their areas of expertise.

To accommodate TUJ’s growing student
and faculty populations, TUJ has added the
“Annex"—the fifth floor of a building on
a street adjacent to the TUJ campus—to its
facilities. The Annex houses TUJ's human
resources, communications, and accounting
offices and is only a three-minute walk from
the main facility.

Stay tuned for further exciting changes!




TUJ GRADUATES ITS 1,000TH
MASTER OF EDUCATION
IN TESOL

On June 11, 2005, Nami Nakayama had the
distinction of being TUJ's 1,000th recipient
of a Master of Education (M.Ed.) in TESOL
(teaching English to speakers of other
languages).

Nami Nakayama, the 1000th graduate of TUJ's M.Ed.
in TESOL program, is being congratulated by program
director Dr. Ken Schaefer.

Ms. Nakayama, who studied at
TUJ's Fukuoka campus, was as surprised
as everybody else when she crossed the
podium to receive her diploma at TUJ's
commencement ceremony and was heralded
as the 1,000th graduate of TUJ's M.Ed. in
TESOL program. The distinction earned her
a bouquet of flowers and special remarks
from Dr. Kenneth G. Schaefer, who has
taught and directed the program since
1984. “In 1985,” he said, “we granted the
first Master of Education degree at TUJ.
Now, 20 years later, it's clear that many of
the very best language teachers in Japan
are TUJ graduates. We are proud to mark
this important milestone: master’s degree
number 1,000.”

The Master of Education in TESOL
program is designed primarily for people
who teach English to speakers of Japanese
and other languages. It is one of the top
programs of its type in the world and offers
students a unique blend of theory and
practice. It was the first degree program
offered when TUJ opened in Tokyo and
Osaka in 1982. In 1988, TUJ launched the
program in Fukuoka and introduced a

TESOL doctoral program in Tokyo and
Osaka. The M.Ed. program currently has a
yearly enrollment of about 260 students.

Approximately 50% of the program’s
students are Japanese, and the rest are
Americans and other nationalities. Almost
70% of these students are actively teaching
English at universities and colleges,
senior and junior high schools, and other
educational institutions in Japan.

As an indication of the continuing
strong demand for TESOL education, TUJ
launched new doctoral cohorts in Tokyo
and Osaka in September 2005. The total
enrollment of 58 students is far ahead of
initial projections, even though many well-
qualified applicants were rejected.

TUJ'S FILM FESTIVAL
PROVES A SUMMER HIT

NextFrame Nippon 2005, an international
student film festival presented annually by
TUJ, attracted 700 filmgoers during its one
week in Tokyo in July. This year's festival
included entries
from Belgium,
Canada,
Germany,
Lebanon, the
United States,
Slovakia, and the
United Kingdom.
The entries
were culled
from NextFrame
Nippon'’s
sister festival,
NextFrame
UFVA's Touring Festival of International
Student Film and Video in the United States,
and spanned a variety of themes and genres,
from the traditional love story to abstract
animations.

NextFrame is the 1993 brainchild of
a graduate student in film and media arts
from Temple University in Philadelphia. It
arrived in Japan under TUJ's coordination
in 1999. NextFrame Nippon 2005's director,
Karl Neubert, a professor of film studies at
TUJ, thanked his students for helping to
sell tickets, write subtitles, and manage the

event, of which he said, “we were able to

nx

more than double
our audience
compared with last
year, and | think we
put together one

From left: NextFrame Nippon 2005’s curator Tomo
Suzuki, filmmaker Travis Klose (“Arakimentari”), and
NextFrame Nippon’s director and TUJ faculty member
Karl Neubert speak following a film showing.

of the strongest festivals since NextFrame
came to Japan.”

An extra treat at this year’s NextFrame
Nippon were the talks provided after film
showings by guest speakers from Japan’s
movie industry. Professor Neubert, however,
admits that “there is still a long way to go to
making our event an acknowledged festival
in Japan!”

MASTER OF LAW STUDENTS
IN JAPAN GET GOOD NEWS

Temple University just made it easier for
its law students in Japan to complete their
degrees. Students can now complete 18 of
their 24 credits at TUJ. Only the remaining
6 credits must be completed outside Japan
in a single summer session at Temple’s
Philadelphia main campus (seven weeks)
or Rome campus (five weeks). Previously,
students had to spend a full five-month
semester at the main campus, making it
difficult for students working in Japan

to complete the program. For more
information about the TUJ
law program, visit
http://www.tuj.ac.jp/law/.

TUJ INTRODUCES
ITS PRE-MBA
PROGRAM

TUJ now offers MBA courses
to nondegree students. This
option enables aspiring
managers who aren’t ready
for the challenge of studying
for a full MBA to take related business
classes while continuing to work.

The Pre-MBA program permits students
to take up to three MBA classes without
admission to TUJ's MBA program. Full credits
are given for these courses and may be
applied toward an MBA should the students
enter the degree program.

Enrollees in TUJ's new Pre-MBA
program benefit from the same high
standards that are the hallmark of all TUJ
programs and courses. They study alongside
full- and part-time students, are taught by
U.S.-based professors, and increase their
international exposure and career potential
through interaction with peers and faculty.
For more information about the Pre-MBA

program, please visit www.tuj.ac.jp/mba.









